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Criminal investigation -- United States -- Handbooks, manuals, etc. Excerpt: . . . tion from eyewitnesses, it is not meant as a substitute for a thorough
investigation by law enforcement personnel. Eyewitness evidence is oKen viewed as a critical piece of the investigative puzzle, the utility of which
can be further enhanced by the pursuit of other corroborative evidence. Sometimes, even aKer a thorough investigation, an eyewitness identifica-
tion is the sole piece of evidence. It is in those cases in particular where careful use of this Guide may be most important. Purpose and Scope of the
Project AKer reviewing the National Institute of Justice Research Report, Convicted by Juries, Exonerated by Science: Case Studies in the Use of DNA
Evidence to Establish Innocence AKer Trial, Attorney General Janet Reno directed NIJ to address the pitfalls in those investigations that may have
contributed to wrongful convictions. The most compelling evidence in the majority of those 28 cases was the eyewitness testimony presented at trial.
NIJ initiated this study in May 1998 with the primary purpose of recom-mending best practices and procedures for the criminal justice commu-nity
to employ in investigations involving eyewitnesses. Using its Template for Technical Working Groups, NIJ established the Technical Working Group
for Eyewitness Evidence to identify, define, and as-semble a set of investigative tasks that should be performed in every investigation involving
eyewitness evidence to best ensure the accuracy and reliability of this evidence. The initial members of this group were the Planning Panel, a
multidisciplinary group of nine professionals brought together to identify...
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