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reading Despite the attempt to settle America s slavery issue with the Missouri Compromise in 1820, the young nation kept pushing further westward,
and with that more territory was acquired. AFer the Mexican-American War ended in 1848, the sectional crisis was brewing like never before, with
California and the newly-acquired Mexican territory now ready to be organized into states. The country was once again leF trying to figure out how
to do it without oIsetting the slave-free state balance that was already dividing the nation. With the new territory acquired in the Mexican-American
War, pro and anti-slavery groups were at an impasse. The Whig Party, including a freshman Congressman named Abraham Lincoln, supported the
Wilmot Proviso, which would have banned slavery in all territory acquired from Mexico, but the slave states would have none of it. Even aFer Texas
was annexed as a slave state, the enormous new territory would doubtless contain many other new states, and the North hoped to limit slavery as
much as possible in the new territories. The Compromise of 1850 was authored by the legendary Whig politician Henry Clay. In addition to admitting
California to the Union as a free state to balance with Texas, it allowed Utah and New Mexico to decide the issue of slavery on the basis of what
became known as popular sovereignty, which meant the settlers could vote on whether their state should be a free state or slave state. Though a
Whig proposed popular sovereignty in 1850, popular sovereignty as an idea would come to be championed by and associated...
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