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Wayne State University Press, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In If We Must Die: From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls, author Aime J. Ellis
argues that throughout slavery, the Jim Crow era, and more recently in the proliferation of the
prison industrial complex, the violent threat of death has functioned as a coercive disciplinary
practice of social control over black men. In this provocative volume, Ellis delves into a variety of
literary and cultural texts to consider unlawful and extralegal violence like lynching, mob violence,
and white riots, in addition to state violence such as state-sanctioned execution, the unregulated use
of force by police and prison guards, state neglect or inaction, and denial of human and civil rights.
Focusing primarily on young black men who are depicted or see themselves as bad niggers,
gangbangers, thugs, social outcasts, high school drop-outs, or prison inmates, Ellis looks at the self-
affirming embrace of deathly violence and death-defiance-both imagined and lived-in a diverse
body of cultural works. From Richard Wright s literary classic Native Son, Eldridge Cleaver s prison
memoir Soul on Ice, and Nathan McCall s autobiography Makes Me Wanna Holler to the hip hop
music...
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It in a single of the most popular ebook. Indeed, it can be play, still an interesting and amazing literature. I am quickly will get a satisfaction of reading a
created pdf.
-- Lennie Renner 

This book may be worth purchasing. I was able to comprehended every thing using this published e publication. I am happy to let you know that this is the
very best ebook i have got read inside my very own daily life and could be he finest ebook for actually.
-- Rhoda  Dur g a n PhD      
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