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[.] Much of his tenderest verse was inspired by affection for his family, and as some great shock is often essential to the revolution in a buoyant
nature, so it seemed to require the oft-recurring tragedies of life to draw from him all that was noblest and sweetest in his sympathetic soul. Had the
angel of death never hovered over the crib in my brother s home, had he never known the pangs and the heart-hunger which come when the little
voice is stilled and the little chair is empty, he could not have written the lines which voice the great cry of humanity and the hope of reunion in
immortality beyond the grave. The flood of appeals for platform readings from cities and towns in all parts of the United States came too late for
his physical strength and his ambition. Earlier[.].
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