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on Demand *****. Excerpt from Selected Speeches of the Chatham, Burke, Cobden, Bright, Peel: For
Use in Colleges and Schools IT was not until a comparatively late date that England entered into the
field of colonial expansion, and the earliest years of her colonial enterprise were not marked by any
very considerable successes. The progress made during the seventeenth century was considerable, it
is true, but the full burst of activity did not come until the following century. In the first of these
centuries, however, a portion of the North American continent had been peopled by the sturdy
Puritans of the New England States, who had travelled beyond the sea to find a place where they
could be free to follow their own religious beliefs and practices; a new aristocracy upon English lines
had been established further south in the slave states of Virginia and Carolina; and there were
important colonies in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and elsewhere. When William III. Ascended the
English throne, England had, perforce, to take a closer interest in European politics than she had
ever done before, with the accession of George I....
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