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heritage, and accept his grief over his mother s death. John Smelcer is poetry editor of Rosebud and the author of more than forty books. He is an
Alaskan native of the Ahtna tribe, and the last tribal member who reads and writes in Ahtna. He divides his time between Talkeetna, Alaska, and
Kirksville, Missouri, where he teaches in the department of communications studies at Truman State University.
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