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**xxx Excerpt from Usaid Whistleblower, Mr. Paul Neifert, Motions Related to Compelling the Testimony of Usaid Assistant Administrator for
Management, Mr. Larry Byrne, and Administration Response to Usaid Whistleblower, Mr. Paul Neifert The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10
a.m. in room 2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman of the committee, presiding. Chairman Gilman. The
committee will come to order. Today our committee meets to take testimony from Mr. Paul Neifert, a whistleblower with the Agency for National
Development. Mr. Neifert is a former Peace Corps volunteer who joined USAID in 1984 and served in the Ivory Coast and in Guinea Bissau before
being posted to South Africa in 1991. Paul Neifert is, and 1 quote, a Luso-American - that is, the son of American and Brazilian parents who drew on
his international heritage to serve USAID and the Peace Corps. While stationed in South Africa, Mr. Neifert raised concerns about the contracting and
grant-making procedures and the quality of projects that had been funded by USAID. For example, Mr. Neifert questioned a $300,000 grant to the
Soft Sheen International Foundation to build a school for hairdressers in Johannesburg that was later closed. Mr. Neifert will also talk about a visit
in 1994 by USAID Administrator Atwood to Finetown, South Africa, as my colleagues can see in the photo. The administrator laid a brick and cut a
ribbon at a Potemkin school that USAID had already rejected for funding. The school was never built. After Mr. Neifert raised questions about waste,
fraud and abuse in USAID s South African Mission, his tour was curtailed. While Mr. Hamilton and Senator Patrick Leahy initiated investigations...
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