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***** An excerpt from the authors Preface: IN preparing this handbook it has not been our object to write an exhaustive work upon Latin
composition, but merely to make the labor of both pupil and teacher easier, by putting into compact form various points which we have found it
necessary constantly to reiterate to our pupils. A knowledge of forms and of syntax, and some practice in turning easy narrative prose into Latin,
has been presupposed. Feeling that ill success in Latin writing is largely due to the habit of translating the words rather than the thought, we have
aimed in the Introductory Remarks and the Suggestions at fastening attention upon the thought, and have tried to show the learner how to express
in Latin form the ideas which he has grasped from the English words. We have endeavored to make our suggestions as concise as possible, and
have purposely used examples rather sparingly, in the hope of encouraging close attention on the part of pupils. We have tried to choose exercises
which seemed to us to be of more general application, and less like Chinese puzzles than those commonly used, many of which, even when
satisfactorily worked out, do not, in a degree at all proportionate to the labor involved, increase the pupil s power to deal with the next exercise. We
have graded the work in a general way, but have not considered it necessary to do so very minutely.
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