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**xxx Excerpt from Grammar of the Narrinyeri Tribe of Australian Aborigines This language is spoken by the tribe of aborigines in South Australia
inhabiting the country on the shores of Encounter Bay and the Lakes Alexandrina, Albert, and Coorong, and twenty miles up the River Murray. There
are some trifling variations of dialect between the clans that compose the tribe, but | do not perceive such a difference as would be an impediment
to a stranger learning the language. My object in committing to writing the information which | have gathered respecting the grammar of this
tongue has been to present it in such a form as to enable students of Comparative Philology to use it for the purpose of rendering a modicum of
help towards arriving at correct conclusions respecting the Philosophy of Language. The comparison of the grammatical structure of different
languages is of the greatest importance, and the surest guide to the real relationships of language and nations. In saying this, | am almost quoting
the remarks of that lamented and eminent laborer in this department of Anthropological science, the late Dr. Bleek, of Cape Town. Any one who has
ever undertaken to gather up the grammar of an unwritten and barbarous language, will appreciate the difficulties which have to be encountered.
Inquiries are useless when addressed to minds upon whom the idea of grammar never dawned. Expressions are heard having a certain force, and it
is only after years of careful observation that those expressions can be analyzed, and their true character discerned; and this difficulty is increased
when, as in the language of the Narrinyeri, ellipsis and abbreviations abound. The Rev. H. A....
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